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Explonng Landscape and Environmental Conditjgy,
Through Epigraphic Sources of Early Assam '
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. Manask Mazumdar

The dehate on ennironmental and climate changes has develo ed
intemeet amongst scholan ol present generation. Peology lnvullv(.‘
not enl human retations with all species of anfmals and plant 1,‘,:
o thame condibars of human societies; both materdal snd intellecyy,)
that influence our responses to the opportunities and challengey
posed by nature ' The textual and epigraphic records of carly lnfiln
2% seedume very infonmmative aboul the environmental and ecologleal
aspext and they do provide between themaclves c.'l'lvlr(illllll'l’l[dl
change that substantially affected the ccosyatern over Lhe cenlurlen,
Etﬁ:\rﬁm:lplunu and copper plate land grant charters of the
s eul;c:} lnu;:;”/\sr..u:x mvgl'n;; the ]."fl'l’l(l)(] from 4th century(or
- g dm..h-dll:::;_my B ‘arv’th- informative aboul the
p‘(mh}ﬁul kil v 5 wnlhlil'f urllflr:l:'ll and ru,lural boundarien,
o i wéuch }uv:r: A l!.nma. The inscriptions and land
Beogzaphical space of ‘.::-:1‘ « :jﬁruvrn:d occasionally In different
of talcw lanct unl;v.dm ‘ nz:.lun.rlv.lrly indicates about plenty
of Berby, planty ard ool 5_[ orest ].Ind.’x‘ilpl': abounded by variety
Agnculture was indon e S rivers, stream, hills and forest pockets.
of early Assagn oo {mm:mi mode of production in the sociely
Virgin Lands veers p-. r;r the expansion of revenue collection
cultivation, The pnmrv.:'lr?( ually brought under proper mode of
ovnership buy was the abﬂﬂsm were, of course, not under private
Thus wigh, 5 policy of | ode of innumerable tribal popu[ﬂ!fon-"
4 4 X
state (Praggyotisha. clearing of new land for cultivation of the
Marupa) asserted its right as a predominant
];lﬂl!in-'i Io! carly Assam made a ropld
an to he olity formations during the period a8
were bmughlind(f: ?:u?:ln'mn' d ond cleared nnj) fo”rfw lands
alion side by side with the progress in

1%

|tur|l’“"ﬂ ‘”‘"“‘I" and Inslinvsaplal ¢ wpdltiung fhidessaghe

Wt et atl larulng aput it Hila (rafut A alneege atle pirged s

nin
-n"ntl il

Pt pieaede o vndeentanad covliorine mlal geel evalizgieal
we doauned greanta of P'ie Al Asannn beowa /% e 17 conitrity U
TRUUZIE] of themer wapiety ol Latiel paarits ool Vv YA

bens Hillltn“y vanninies)  The
et T

rar
| liiweveer,
Ansarn allopether sla pranta liaye
chapter In uymlmmlnr:l Iitar Vet fleitia foor Ahes eonniee

discumnling,
I

il mn weell on demographle anied s borcvltanral

I'hynleal environmme
ot s upidedie the

forcen dvpi-mll'-l upon phyaleal envirmnme
histarical development of the reglon ool supiply, erater (eonrees
andd propolitical lew s tiowe are delinttely related veith waw il aned polity
formatlon processes of predndustrial andd nonecapitalints stnple
pocletien, In nuch aocietien e people Interracted velth natars maofe
Intimately nnd e continuounly Hhan et gnaredern societhes e
Ahom Annam banlcally denates greater rarn of presant Avadm Ihe
peopraphical apace I known an Progjyotinha-Famatupa looanc I'rnt
texts and religlous lieratures. According W s o VisLarn it comngetias
a vast tract of the land of Northeast and Fastern Inddia covering,
roughly present Bhutan, many parts of northeastern India, Morth
Benga) and o bigger part of Nonh Hangladesh, The geographical
distrbution of Inscriptions apeaks of rome administrative division
suchs ns blinktia, mandalas, vishayus, gramas vilure the Land weere pranted
to Brahmanas, gives un on Idea to draw the map of the core arca
under the administrative control of the rulers of Pragjyotisha-
Kamarupa at different points of time, Early Assamn wan a Junction
of various routs* linked up with various countries. Cachar = Manipur
route 1o Burma (Myanmar) helped o penetrate raclal elements from
Southeast Asla. Patkal route through wehich Tibbeto-Burmese from
North-cast enlered, by which in later period the Ahom migrated to

Assam In mid part of 12% century.

The physical varlations of the land led to the emergence of two
distinel ethnic inhabitants of the plains who were brought under
general procens of Sanskritization. Throughout the centuries, the
valley of Brahmaputra and Barak has remained the primary focus
of historical events in Northeast [ndia. The Brahmaputra valley
consists of a wide alluvial plain. The largest group of hills in the
valley Is that of Karbi-Anglong,. The hills from Guwahati to Nagaon
form another considerable interpretation of the flat plain. The river
Brahmaputra Intersecting the whole length of the valley and flowing,
from cast to west has been serving as cultural and economic life
line of the region. References of Brahmaputra or Lauhitya had been

frequently found in many epligraphs of the period under discussion.
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Land Grants and Early Social Formation
of Pragjyotisha-Kamarupa

MANASH MAZUMDAR

the points of its people, land, mode of

The study of the process of social formation from
al and natural environments and the progress of material culture is a very Tec=IE
1996: 121) observed

Kosambi (1994: 6-8), RS. Sharma (
Assam, where most of the people were

ne basic pre-condition of
the land system of early

production, soci
development where th
the whole process as
predominantly agriculturists,
the study of carly social formation in thi
Assam is closely attached with the issues su
relation between individual and society, social env

holdings. Since the sources for the study on these aspects of
meager, we have at our disposal only the records of royal grants of Jand to the Brahmans and

other priestly class by the rulers of early Assam right from 5th century CE onwards.

The basic question that often comes to our mind is that - what happened to the people
;:(})‘iievmo‘[f of subsistence depends earlier on food gathering and later food producing economy?
origina]egw (;lsources of the.period do not denote any single reference to these people who were
period of N(; te;s of the .reg.lox} except some occasional references. It appears that the historical
emergence O[rn cast India is likely to have started with the process of Sanskritization and the

ew settlements under the patronage of the first historical dynasty of the region,

ie. V. :
arman dynasty which was founded by Pushya Varman.

¢ scholars like D.D.

historical development. In
Jand system and its study appears as O

s part of India. Therefore,
ch as emergence of early setflements, caste and dlass,

ironment and relation between land and 1S
the history of early Assam are

S ——
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o Indn The Axtids Pimes (Shoatd 1993) mentivns the story of NM‘ \“w M)""'\‘M!Tl -
o \arska n.n: B o mcther carth (M) through Vishiw in b akavny - Mg
Jearth () Naraks came 8o e kewenwen ae Rhzvemse and it has by A incarmaiig, ; " the
o e fieul..w of Nraghwtihs-Kamarupa claimed their m“:l"""“ml That sy, b
2he carly wxt ‘ i fom Na
- o::‘l.‘ (RS :.\‘:\‘ foment pattem in Assam imdicates that the malwr:‘ ."“'
w \':\5 3 group of people along with Proto-Mongolian, “Nv’ OF Pl ),
Azl Alpene group of peopke before the advent of Naraka -Rha, 10-Uurmiesa, Jyyy
Auve carind 3 dedote o the antiquity, arigin and conti gadatta. Recom)y, .
e 3t culSvation in north-castem Ind) Binulty of Atyan way of life an o
i et e advent of Naraka o Some scholars orah 20711y e g
R ) makes a tenative demarcating line for the 1) anc of
.-r,‘:'.-\-nz,'\alxsihmn!ul.\wm“m responsible ng or the advent of A
e od \ far the spread Tyan
1 e cnming o Narlaar. Our extant sources, whi spread of Aryan cultre pr
e Eratmumical s with their own s\;m m“.:t::ml“i"l“mrm show .,J."..T'
y - 2
e e e e
Amaindu 291: 34) opines that Aryanizats gst the Jocal
sad oty @ Guda {;2‘50 & l;:')““"nxmn.{w aputra valley completed u::?h'
L!':A‘-hfs!mm thinks that it was the Aryanized sonso!d-esoi,lzr:
the process cu‘Susl:riﬁmimtmkm e mHﬁ“ﬂmcm‘m lead us to believe that
5 &3 form. Rendanta Kaka rsmsimm-,:)s of time to spread in different parts of the region in
o i e o Naraka, which is narrated by the
br.fa.\(_-*.?.x who played a quite ﬁyﬁﬁﬂmcmhpﬂh n‘t"‘“?ﬁmﬂm an ﬂd\'c.n!umus royal prince
i, Kak28 also verites - e spread of Brahmanical culture in easter
-\'E'-hddrqtb)ufl,\m then ; P-mnw. -rdk the story of certain, Naraka (different from
Rebring to 5 preci m_ﬂlleximsh a colonizing expedition into ancient Pragjyotisha kingdom.
e
adEimed 1o drink znd flesh, Naraka wes 2companied i with shaven heads
e \lﬂhsd:i:d : was eccompanied in this expedition by a Vaishnavite religious
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were L‘t' 5"”""". dss!:&ﬁd'ﬂthoﬂlcrgods It would appear thalaborigimll(imhs
mmwﬂsi:mj dn'a:b:ausenhasbemsaid that thcywer:expellcdtomc
K225 tmder their Shaivil Divested of symbolism, this ma means that the
Shaiv oo ! Y
By it leader voluntarily withdrew towards the eastern Sea” (Kakati 18

Kekat's arpyment regarding the hi
of Nazakasur certainly speaks 5 the historicity of Narakasur is debatable. However,
t nature and pattemn of extension of Aryan ¢
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with the new technology of production and were quite habituated ard iy
{n the hilly terrain in the natural environment. It can be presured thas
Naraka had clashes were perhaps Austric and Indo-Morgolian Zrous ¢ ¢
Ganskaitization in the Brahmaputra valley gradually became suuti.g'r: id
imprint among \he aborigines with {he introduction of a pev religious cordey ™ X5 i
more advanced production technology. Those who could not survive e wé r_f- i
dlcsm“hilly;)ockﬁsoflhc mgionsmdolhﬂassimibmd with the rew wre 10 35 O
Naraka perhaps indicates the same process:
As discussed earlier, the aboriginal people who were knownas the Gz act

went back and settled in different hills or hilly pockets of the region ard pracied anmss

Their mode of cultivation and subsistence patiem was fundamentally diffezent from those peopie
who newly arrived with mature Kknowledge of Sanskrit plough based agriculas® m‘d sa-Si—‘;
It appears a difficult task for us, to determine the tentative date of Aryan peremsca D s pant
of India, but in all probability we hav

e 10 believe that it is not earlier tan 1st/2nd cmm}'ci 2
we have archaeological evidences bearing Brahmanical charactet discovered in the Barpathas-
Duboroni area of Golaghat district of Assam (Dutta 19%/)-
became open for a new ‘mode of cultivation and settlements which 1733 fundasm
_from earlier one with the arrival of Brahmarns.
Inscriptions tell about donation of 1and b
priestly class. It scems that in those days, the
physical features; share on land and its occup
generated from land and these incomes depend

2t TIEE
’.xr;;;::fd

- Btz

ity B

y the royal authority to the .
classification of land depended o patural and
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A Study on Women’s Education as a Tool to
Moderate Huowﬁmnon Growth

Madhumita Deb*

Abstract

Education plays a critical role in the developinent of 4 nation
whether itis social or economic growth. A nation can be educared
in the real sense of the term, when its entire population is educated.
But if we look at the percentage of educated people in India,
there is a huge gap between male(82.14% in 2011) and female
(65.46% in 2011) literacy rates. Low women literacy rate has a
huge negative impact on the overall growth of population as
well as for the development of the society. So, this paper is an
attempt to study women education as a tool to moderate
population growth. For this some problematic 1ssues relared to
population growth are taken into considerauon. To demonstrare
the objectives of the study, the secondary data is used. The study
reveals that women’s ‘education has the power to moderate the
continuous growth of population.

Key words: Women education, Literacy rate, Tool, Moderare,
Population growth.

K

1. Introduction

Education is the most important power that shapes the lives of

mankind. It empowers with the ability to think, reason, take appropriate
decisions and protect oneself from oppression and abuse. Over the

*Assistant Professor, Departiment of Statistics, Lumding College, Lumding, FHojai,
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Anti-representation in Metatheatre: A Study of
Edward Albee's Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?

Antara Choudhury’

Abstract:

The theatre critic Lionel Abel had coined the term metatheatre in
1963. It is & tvpe of anti-representative theatre which is self-
reflexive in nature. It repeatedly calls attention to its Own status as
ext or performance. It uses various techniques such as play-
ithin-the play, ceremony-within-the-play, role-playing-within-the-
role, intertexuality, improvisation, reference to real life people, anti-
closure or anti-totalisation. The characters seem to pose and
perform in a theatrical manner. It gives a jarring experience to the
audience. The aim of this paper is to analyse the American
dramatist, Edward Albee’s (1928-2016) play, Whos Afraid of
Virginia Woolf? (1962) to find out what postulates of metatheatre
have been used in the play. It will try to find out how the techniques
such as erasure of delusion, spirit of gamesmanship, device of the
fictional son, theatre of cruelty and anti-closure have been used to
challenge traditional methods of representation. It will attempt to
find out how the various intertextual references and the title of the
play prevent any illusory effect and enhance the anti-representation

L
-
g

features in the play.

Key Words: Metatheatre, Anti-representation, Reinvention of
Theatre, Erasure of Delusion
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